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Read Sources 1A, 1B and 1C carefully, and then answer Question 1 in the Question/Answer 
Booklet.

society in 1901 was predominantly Anglo-Celtic, with 40% of the population being Anglican (then 
Church of England), 23% Catholic, 34% other Christian and about 1% professing non-Christian 
religions. 
 

subsequent decades. The impact of migration from Europe in the aftermath of World War Two 

a growth in the number of Catholics (largely from Italian migration), and the creation of ethnic 
parishes among many other denominations. More recently, immigration from Southeast Asia and 
the Middle-East has expanded Buddhist and Muslim numbers considerably.

 

5% non-Christian religions. Just over one-quarter of all Australians either stated they had no 
 

 

this percentage has progressively increased to about 16% in 1996 and 2001.

 

1911 to 61% in 2011. Conversely, although Christian religions are still predominant in Australia, 

15% of the population in 2001 to 22% in 2011. This is most evident amongst younger people, 
 

 
Between 2001 and 2011, the number of people reporting a non-Christian faith increased 

2011 (up from 4.9% in 2001).  
 

contrast, a higher proportion of recent arrivals reported Hinduism (10.0% compared to 3.0%), 
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Read Sources 2A, 2B and 2C carefully, and then answer Question 2 in the Question/Answer 
Booklet.

convincingly that murder is an intolerable crime which will be punished in kind. 

Advocates for the death penalty give the following arguments in favour of it:

 
 It creates another form of crime deterrent.
 Justice is better served.
 
 It provides a deterrent for prisoners already serving a life sentence.
 DNA testing and other methods of modern crime scene science can now effectively  

 Prisoner parole or escapes can give criminals another chance to kill.
 It alleviates the problem of overpopulation in the prison system.
 It gives prosecutors another bargaining chip in the plea bargain process, which is  

 essential in cutting costs in an overcrowded court system.

... Take not life, which God has made sacred, except by way of justice and law. Thus does He 
command you, so that you may learn wisdom. 

Even though the death penalty is allowed, forgiveness is preferable. Forgiveness, together with 

Muslims believe that capital punishment is a most severe sentence but one that may be 
commanded by a court for crimes of suitable severity. While there may be more profound 

regarded individually and with extreme care and the court is fully able to impose more lenient 

In Islamic law, the death penalty is appropriate for two groups of crime:

 Intentional murder:  
 not to insist on a punishment of this severity.

  
 anyone who threatens to undermine authority or destabilise the state.

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document but may be viewed at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/islamethics/capitalpunishment
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Read Sources 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D carefully, and then answer Question 3 in the Question/Answer 
Booklet.

Alain de Botton has written a book titled Religion for Atheists. He asserts that while atheists 

of thinking, methodologies and approaches to life that religions promote can still be of great 
assistance to atheists. For instance, de Botton argues that atheists could learn how to foster a 
sense of community from the Catholic Mass. The Jewish Day of Atonement could help atheists 

the direction of their lives.

Recent surveys of over 4100 students from 29 schools in Australia found that change has taken 
place in the beliefs and faith activities of young people, when compared to a similar number of 
surveyed students in 2005.

fewer students in 2011 felt they had a sense of purpose in life when compared to students in 

did not know what to think. 

Religion and science can live side by side, complementarily, providing paradigms that enable us 

Big Bang.

saw his creation and it was good.

Science can make discoveries that can unleash great potential – and great harm – so it is 
imperative that ethical and moral considerations balance the desire to go beyond the known or 
to experiment recklessly.

Religion offers us the soul, unprovable meaning and life everlasting. Science offers us the theory 
and provable results and life in the here and now. Science can test the material – the rock, the 
star, the cell. Religion can test the immaterial – truth, beauty, good and evil.
 
Religion and science can coexist. Indeed they must, if human civilisation is to progress. 
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In Australia we have no established state religion, and indeed Section 116 of the Australian 
Constitution prohibits the government from legislating to do this. At the same time, there is no 

in matters educational. We are – or have become – quite unconcerned about public funding of 
religious schools, provided that, as well as religious doctrine, they teach a more or less secular 
curriculum. As long as our right to live our lives in our own way is protected, most Australians 
simply do not worry about the relationship between church and state. 
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Read Sources 4A and 4B carefully, and then answer Question 4 in the Question/Answer Booklet.

economic growth and personal material gain, often results in high levels of disappointment and 

we measure social and personal wellbeing? We are repeatedly told that consumer spending is 

Since it was decreed a few decades ago that capitalism would have to expand by selling people 

coerced into thinking about quality of life in terms of owning and accumulating more things. 

economic moralism – the idea that we are supposed to care more if the economy is depressed 
rather than about the people who work within it. Is our role merely to be consumers to stimulate 

the retailers? Rather than prop up pernicious1 2

go far beyond the accumulation of wealth or material possessions – and make a society out of 
that instead.

1 pernicious – having harmful effect
2 Nineteen Eight Four  

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document but may be viewed at
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2011/apr/12/happiness-capitalismSource
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